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Implementing Regulations of Saudi Arabian Nationality Law

Article One
The following expressions are defined as:

a. Law: The Saudi Arabian Nationality Law issued by the Royal Order no. 8/20/5604 dated 22/2/1374 AH in addition to amendments.
b. Citizenship: The Saudi Arabian citizenship.

c. Age of majority: Eighteen years old.

d. Minor: Any individual who does not reach the age of majority.

e. Year: Lunar Hijri year.

f. Children: Males and females.

Article Two
Birth in Saudi Arabia shall be proven by the Birth Certificate or any official document issued by the competent authority. If it is unavailable, the birth is proven by one or more of the common proving methods such as certificates and testimony of witnesses if they are sanctioned by the Mayor or any official identifier.

Article Three
According to this Law, citizenship applications shall be accepted only from the applicant or his legal representative, and the Civil Affairs Department or the Saudi authorized representative abroad may request his presence in person.

Article Four
Citizenship requests shall be submitted according to Article 8 of the Law to the Civil Affairs departments within one year from reaching the age of majority.

Article Five
The year required for citizenship application shall be calculated from the next day of reaching the age of majority.

Article Six
The permanent residence stipulated in Article 8 of the Law is the continuous actual residence that shall be proved by the residence permit (Iqama), or by one or more means of proof such as testimony of witnesses, academic certificates or passport registrations.

Article Seven
According to the information submitted by the applicant, his application shall be evaluated by a committee formed by the naturalization department of the regional Civil Affairs branch through 5 elements distributed as follows:
a. If the applicant is a permanent resident in Saudi Arabia upon reaching the age of majority, he shall acquire 1 point.
b. If the applicant holds an educational degree not less than high school, he shall acquire 1 point.
c. If the mother's father and grandfather are Saudis, the applicant shall acquire 6 points. However, if the mother's father only is Saudi, the applicant acquires 2 points.

d. If the applicant has one or more Saudi siblings, he shall acquire 2 points.
When the applicant acquires 7 points as a minimum, the committee shall recommend the reviewing of his application. But if he does not acquire the said points, the committee shall recommend closing his application if there is no directive, and the applicant shall be notified.
Article Eight
First: The Ministry of Interior Agency of Civil Affairs shall receive and register applications directed to the Minister of Interior to acquire citizenship under Article 9 of the Law by filling in the specified form.

Second: These applications shall be initially reviewed by a committee formed of three members, each shall not be less than the 8th Grade, and one of them shall be qualified in Sharia or law. The committee shall review the following:

1. The applicant's arrival to Saudi Arabia shall be legal, and he holds a valid passport allowing him to return to his country without any restrictions or conditions.

2. The applicant's residence duration shall be for ten consecutive years as minimum under a legal residence permit (Iqama) in accordance with its provisions.

3. The applicant's profession shall be among those needed in Saudi Arabia.

Third: According to the information submitted by the applicant, the committee shall evaluate the applications through three elements that present 33 points distributed as follows:

1. Residence for a period of not less than ten consecutive years (10 points).

2. The applicant's profession, which is proven by the educational qualifications he has in the specialties needed in Saudi Arabia, and the total of points shall not exceed 13 points. Only one educational degree shall be balanced as the following:

a. A Ph.D. degree in medicine or engineering (13 points).

b. A Ph.D. degree in other sciences (10 points).

c. A Master's degree (8 points).

d. A Bachelor's degree (5 points).

3. Family ties which confirm that the applicant has Saudi relatives, and the total of points shall not exceed 10 points distributed as follows:
a. If the applicant's father is Saudi, he shall acquire 3 points.

b. If the applicant's mother and the mother's father are Saudis, he shall acquire 3 points. However, if the mother only is Saudi, the applicant acquires 2 points.

c. If the applicant's wife and the wife's father are Saudis, he shall acquire 2 points. However, if the wife only is Saudi, the applicant shall acquire 1 point.
d. If the applicant has more than two Saudi children and siblings, he shall acquire 2 points. However, if they are two or less, he shall acquire 1 point.

Fourth: When the applicant acquires 23 points as a minimum, the committee shall recommend reviewing the application. But when he does not acquire this limit of points, the committee shall recommend closing the application.

Fifth: Procedures of any applications recommended by the Committee to be reviewed shall be completed according to Article 9 of the Law, and submitted to the Naturalization Committee formed by the Ministry's decision no. 2577 dated 13/10/1423 AH, in order to issue and submit the final recommendation to the Minister of Interior.

Article Nine
The residence status provided for in Article 9 of the Law shall be proven only by the residence permit (Iqama) in accordance with the provisions thereof. Residence without a permit and the period of illegal residence, no matter how long it takes, shall not qualify for applying for Saudi citizenship.

Article Ten
The condition of mental and physical good health mentioned in Article 9 of the Law shall be proved by a medical report issued by a governmental hospital.

Article Eleven
Professionals needed in the country as stipulated in Article 9 of the Law shall be distinguished scientists, physicians, engineers and rare specialists. It shall be proved by the submitted qualifications and recommendations of the authority related to the profession.

Article Twelve
The following procedures shall be taken regarding Saudi citizenship applications according to Article 9 of the Law:

1. Submit a certified copy of academic and practical qualifications, and if it is not in Arabic, it shall be translated and certified. In addition, define the applicant's scientific, technical or ideological products and the languages he masters.

2. Submit a statement of the applicant's wealth inside and outside Saudi Arabia and his income sources.

3. Submit a certified certificate by the applicant's employer defining the applicant's work nature and monthly income.

4. Submit a declaration regarding the religious sect, political or partisan activity and previous military service.

5. Submit a true certified copy of all the applicant's documents.

6. Fill in and sign the citizenship application form No. 75 and add a personal photo on the form to be stamped by the department.

7. Fill in three copies of the information form No. 76.

8. Notify the applicant of Articles 11, 22 and 26 of the Law and take his signature for being acknowledged.

Article Thirteen
The condition of mastering Arabic provided for in Articles 8 and 9 of the Law shall be proved by a report prepared using a form assigned for each separately.

Article Fourteen
The conditions mentioned in Paragraph B of Article 8 and Paragraph C of Article 9 of the Law shall be proved by the following:

1. A certificate signed by the Imam of the Mosque at the applicant's area.

2. A certificate of the applicant's good conduct by his employer.

3. The applicant's declaration that he was never sentenced to a criminal or judicial judgment or imprisoned for a moral crime.

4. The Applicant shall have no criminal record.

5. No restrictions issued by the competent authorities on the applicant.

Article Fifteen
Applications for the recovery of Saudi citizenship stipulated in Article 12 of the Law shall be submitted to the Civil Affairs department or the Saudi authorized representatives abroad within one year from reaching the age of majority.

Article Sixteen
Applications for Saudi citizenship according to Articles 14 and 16 of the Law shall be submitted to the Civil Affairs departments.

Article Seventeen
First: If the foreigner acquires Saudi citizenship, his wife shall be Saudi when she arrives in Saudi Arabia and decides to acquire the Saudi citizenship and renounce her citizenship before a judge or notary public.
Second: The Civil Affairs departments shall complete the necessary procedures to register the naturalized individual's wife and children who have not reached the age of majority in the civil registration, to whom the provisions of Article 14 of the Law shall apply.

Article Eighteen
If the children who acquire the citizenship of their naturalized father decide to remain on their father's original citizenship according to Article 14 of the Law, they shall declare their choice before the Civil Affairs departments or the Saudi Authorized representatives abroad within one year from reaching the age of majority and hand over all the Saudi documents they have.

Article Nineteen
The Minister of Interior shall issue the necessary decisions to grant the Saudi citizenship subject to Article 14 of the Law for children who reached the age of majority during the processing of their father's application.

Article Twenty
The term of being a continuous resident in Saudi Arabia to acquire the Saudi citizenship shall be considered valid even if the applicant leaves Saudi Arabia before applying for the Saudi citizenship for a period not exceeding the return visa duration, or if he leaves Saudi Arabia for a period not exceeding one year after applying for the Saudi citizenship.

Article Twenty-One
The Saudi citizen's foreign wife shall be granted the Saudi citizenship by the Minister of Interior's decision pursuant to Article 16 of the Law if she applies and the following conditions are applicable:

1. Prove that the marital relationship is legal.

2. The wife shall declare the renunciation of her original citizenship before a judge or notary public.

3. The marriage shall be in accordance with the instructions regulating the marriage of the Saudi citizen to a foreign woman.

4. The wife shall submit a declaration that she was never sentenced to a criminal or moral crime.

5. The wife shall have no restrictions issued by the competent authorities.

6. The wife shall be a resident in Saudi Arabia.

7. According to the information submitted by the applicant, her application shall be evaluated by a committee formed of the Naturalization Department of the Civil Affairs regional branch through 6 elements distributed as follows:

a. If one or more of her relatives (father, mother or sibling) is Saudi, she shall acquire 2 points.
b. If she was born in Saudi Arabia, she shall acquire 2 points.

c. If she holds an academic degree not less than a bachelor's degree, she shall acquire 2 points.

d. If she has been resident in Saudi Arabia for a period not less than 10 consecutive years prior to the marriage date, she shall acquire 2 points.

e. She shall acquire 1 point for each year that passes after the competent authority approval of the marriage with a maximum of 12 points.
f. If she has one child, she shall acquire 2 points. If she has two or more children, she shall acquire 4 points. If she has no children with a Saudi husband, her application shall not be considered except by the Minister's order.

If the applicant acquires 17 points, the committee shall recommend reviewing her application, if not, she shall be notified that she does not acquire the minimum points required, and the competent authority shall be informed.
Article Twenty-Two
The foreign widow of a Saudi citizen shall be granted the Saudi citizenship by the Minister of Interior's decision subject to Article 16 of the Law if she applies thereof and the following conditions are applicable:

1. Prove legally that she is a widow of a Saudi citizen.

2. She shall declare the renunciation of her original citizenship before a judge or notary public.
3. She shall not be married after her husband's death.

4. She shall be a resident in Saudi Arabia.
5. She shall submit a declaration that she was never sentenced to a criminal or moral crime.

6. She shall have no restrictions issued by the competent authorities.

7. She shall have a child or more, reached or about to reach the age of majority, with her deceased Saudi husband or her Saudi ex-husband.

Article Twenty-Three
Applications and declarations related to the acquisition or renunciation of Saudi citizenship shall be accepted only from the applicant in person or his legal representative. They shall be submitted to the concerned employee at any of the Civil Affairs departments or the Saudi authorized representatives abroad.

Article Twenty-Four
The warning prior to the withdrawal of the Saudi citizenship according to Article 13 of the Law shall be carried out by announcement pursuant to the Law of Procedure Before Sharia Courts and the implementing Regulations thereof.

Article Twenty-Five
Individuals who lose their Saudi citizenship shall submit all their Saudi documents to any Civil Affairs department or the Saudi authorized representatives abroad.

Article Twenty-Six
When children who reside abroad Saudi Arabia choose to acquire Saudi citizenship as stipulated in Paragraph A of Article 19 of the Law, they shall announce their choice when they reach the age of majority before the Saudi authorized representative in the country where they reside.
Article Twenty-Seven
All applications mentioned in the Law shall be referred to the Minister of Interior.

Article Twenty-Eight
The Minister of Interior shall make the necessary decisions to grant Saudi citizenship according to Article 8 of the Law.

Article Twenty-Nine
The Minister of Interior shall make the necessary decisions to withdraw the Saudi citizenship according to Article 16 of the Law.

Article Thirty
Granting the Saudi citizenship shall not exempt the naturalized individual from the applicable laws in his original country if these laws require prior permission to renounce his original citizenship and acquire a new citizenship. It is his responsibility to obtain the said permission.

Article Thirty-One
Individuals who give false statements or documents to the competent authorities, in order to prove or deny his or other's citizenship, shall be referred to the Control and Investigation Authority to process the investigation according to the jurisdiction thereof.

Article Thirty-Two
The Ministry of Interior Agency of Civil Affairs shall coordinate with the Public Security to be notified when any of the sentences mentioned in Article 21 of the Law is registered in the criminal record of the naturalized individual during the ten years following his acquisition of the Saudi citizenship.

Article Thirty-Three
The Civil Affairs department that is authorized to implement the decree or decision related to the acquisition, withdrawal, deprivation or recovery of the Saudi citizenship shall notify the Official Gazette (Umm Al-Quara) to publish it subject to Article 25 of the Law.

Article Thirty-Four
Implementing the provisions of this Law shall not affect international, regional and bilateral agreements where Saudi Arabia is a party thereof. The principle of reciprocity shall be taken into account.

Article Thirty-Five
The present Regulations shall be published in the Official Gazette and entered into force from the date of its publication.
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